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NOVEMBER A, 1968 


I HAVE JUST RETURNED FROM A MEETING OF OVER AN HOUR WITH 
SEC. RUSK AND SEC. CLIFFORD ON THE CHINA MATTER. 

1. WITH RESPECT TO THE PASSAGE OF THE TRANSCRIPT WHICH I HAD THEM 
READ, THEY AGREED THAT NIXON APPEARED CLEAR IN MIND THAT THE TALKS 
MIGHT NOT BEGIN AND YOU HAD MADE CLEAR THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BEGIN. WE 
NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT THE IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING STATEMENT COULD HAVE 
INDUCED SOME FURTHER AMBIGUITY WHICH NIXON DID NOT FGLLGW UP AT THE 
TIME: QUOTE DICK, THE TALKS WILL BE HELD. WE HAVE A FIRM AGREEMENT 
THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WILL BRING THE NLF IN AND THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE WILL BE PERMITTED TO ATTEND. END QUOTE 

2. WITH RESPECT TO MCCLOSKEY, PURSUANT TO YOUR INSTRUCTIONS 

SEC. RUSK AND SEC. CLIFFORD AGREED TO INSTRUCT HIM TO SAY TO SAVILLE 
DAVIS: QUOTE OBVIOUSLY I’M'NOT GOING TO GET INTO THIS KIND OF 
THING IN ANY WAY, SHAPE OR FORM. END QUOTE. HE WAS SO INSTRUCTED 
IN THE PRESENCE OF THE TWO SECRETARIES AND MYSELF. HAVING RETURNED 
TO MY OFFICE, I HAVE JUST RECEIVED A REPORT FROM MCCLOSKEY ON HIS 
INTERVIEW WITH SAVILLE DAVIS. SAVILLE DAVIS BEGAN BY SAYING: QUOTE 
I ASSUME YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO COMMENT ON THIS. END QUOTE. HE 
THEN SHOWED MCCLOSKEY THE STORY WHICH WAS ALONG THE LINES FAMILIAR 
TO YOU. THE STORY WAS HEADED BY BEVERLY DEEFE: QUOTE THIS MUST 
BE CHECKED WITH THE NIXON PEOPLE BEFORE PUBLICATION. END QUOTE 

SAVILLE DAVIS VOLUNTEERED THAT HIS NEWSPAPER WOULD CERTAINLY 
NOT PRINT THE STORY IN THE FORM IN WHICH IT WAS FILED; BUT THEY 
MIGHT PRINT A STORY WHICH SAID THIEU, ON HISOWN, DECIDED TO 
HOLD OUT UNTIL AFTER THE ELECTION. 

INCIDENTALLY, THE STORY AS FILED IS STATED TO BE BASED ON 
VIETNAMESE SOURCES, AND NOT U.S., IN SAIGON. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO THE BODY OF INFORMATION THAT WE NOW HAVE 
AVAILABLE, ALL THREE OF US AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PROPOSITIONS: 

— THE INFORMATION SOURCES MUST BE PROTECTED AND NOT 
INTRODUCED INTO DOMESTIC POLITICS. 

-- EVEN WITH THESE SOURCES, THE CASE IS NOT OPEN AND SHUT. 

ON THE QUESTION OF THE "PUBLIC’S RIGHT TO KNOW," SEC. RUSK WAS 
VERY STRONG ON THE FOLLOWING POSITION: WE GET INFORMATION LIKE 
THIS EVERY DAY, SOME OF IT VERY DAMAGING TO AMERICAN POLITICAL 
FIGURES. WE HAVE ALWAYS TAKEN THE VIEW THAT WITH RESPECH TO rnPY IR 
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SUCH SOURCES THERE IS NO PUBLIC."RIGHT TO KNOW.” SUCH INFORMATION 
IS COLLECTED SIMPLY FOR THE PURPOSES OF NATIONAL SECURITY. 
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-- SO FAR AS THE INFORMATION BASED ON SUCH SOURCES IS CONCERNED, 
ALL THREE OF US AGREED: (A) EVEN IF THE STORY BREAKS, IT WAS JUDGED 
TOO LATE TO HAVE A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE ELECTION. (B) THE 
VIABILITY OF THE MAN ELECTED AS PRESIDENT WAS INVOLVED AS WELL 
AS SUBSEQUENT RELATIONS BETWEEN HIM.AND PRESIDENT JOHNSON. (C) ' 

THEREFORE, THE COMMON RECOMMENDATION WAS THAT WE SHOULD NOT 
ENCOURAGE SUCH STORIES AND HOLD TIGHT THE DATA WE HAVE. 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING IS A FURTHER ITEM WHICH JUST CAME IN. 

(I ASSUME THAT BUI DIEM BROUGHT HER IN TO TELL HER AEOUT 
SAVILLE DAVIS* VISIT.) 


QUOTE 

ON THE MORNING OF NOVEMBER FOUR, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT, 

MRS. ANNA CHENNAULT TRAVELED IN HER LINCOLN CONTINENTAL FROM 
HER RESIDENCE TO THE VIETNAMESE EMBASSY WHERE SHE REMAINED 
FOR APPROXIMATELY THIRTY MINUTES AND THEREAFTER WENT TO ROOM 
TWO ZERO FIVE, SEVENTEEN ZERO ONE, PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 

ARRIVING SHORTLY AFTER ELEVEN AM. 

ROOM TWO ZERO FIVE, SEVENTEEN ZERO ONE PENNSYLVANIA 
AVENUE IS UNMARKED, HOWEVER, PRETEST INQUIRY OF A NEARBY 
OFFICE ELICITED RESPONSE THAT ROOM TWO ZERO FIVE IS A NIXON 
OFFICE. 

A SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN 
THE PAST ADVISED THAT AT ELEVEN THRITYFIVE AM, A REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE VIETNAMESE EMBASSY TALKED WITH MRS. CHENNAULT AND SAID 
THAT THE AMBASSADOR WOULD LIKE TO SEE MRS. CHENNAULT IN 
TEN OR FIFTEEN MINUTES. MRS. CHENNAULT STATED SHE COULD 
BE REACHED AT TELEPHONE NUMBER TWO NINE EIGHT NINE ZERO 
ONE SIX. 

SHORTLY AFTER NOON, MRS. CHENNAULT DEPARTED SEVENTEEN 
ZERO ONE PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE AND PROCEEDED VIA CAB TO THE 
VIETNAMESE EMBASSY WHERE SHE REMAINED FOR APPROXIMATELY TEN 
MINUTES. UPON LEAVING THE VIETNAMESE EMBASSY, SHE WALKED 
TO THE CHINESE EMBASSY, TWENTYTHREE ELEVEN MASSACHUSETTS 
AVENUE, ARRIVING TWELVE TWENTY PM. 

A SECOND SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION 
IN THE PAST ADVISED THAT AT TWELVE TWENTYONE PM A REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE CHINESE EMBASSY SUMMONED A CAB. THE SAME SOURCE ADVISED 
THAT SEVERAL MINUTES LATER, MRS. CHENNAULT CONTACTED HER OWN 
OFFICE STATING THAT SHE WOULD COME TO HER OFFICE IN A FEW 
MINUTES. 

A CAB PICKED UP MRS. CHENNAULT SHORTLY AFTER TWELVE 
THIRTY PM AND TOOK HER TO THE INVESTMENT BUILDING, FIFTEEN 
ELEVEN K STREET, NORTHWEST. 

A THIRD SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE 
INFORMATION IN THE PAST ADVISED THAT TELEPHONE NUMBER 
TWO NINE EIGHT NINE ZERO ONE SIX IS LISTED TO THE WOMEN'S 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE, SUITE TEN FORTYTWO, INVESTMENT BUILDING, 

FIFTEEN ELEVEN K STREET, NORTHWEST, AND IS AN AUXILIARY 
LINE FROM A PRIVATE BRANCH EXCHANGE (SWITCHBOARD) AT 
SEVENTEEN-ZERO ONE PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, NORTHWEST. IT IS 
AN UNLISTED NUMBER. 

TEN FORTYTWO INVESTMENT BUILDING IS THE OFFICE OF 
THE CLAIRE L. CHENNAULT FOUNDATION. 

END QUOTE 
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I have just returned from a meeting of over an hour with Sec. Rusk 

and Sec. Clifford on the China matter. 

1. With respect to the passage of the transcript which I had them 

read, they agreed that Nixon appeared clear in mind that the talks might 

not begin and you had made clear that they might not begin. We noted, 

however, that the immediately following statement could have induced some 

further ambiguity which Nixon did not follow up at the time: QUOTE Dick, 

the talks will be held. We have a firm agreement that the North Vietnamese 

will bring the NLF in and the South Vietnamese will be permitted to attend. 



END* QUOTE 

2. With respect to McCloskey, pursuant to your instructions Sec. 
Rusk and Sec. Clifford agreed to instruct him to say to Saville Davis: 

QUOTE Obviously Pm not going to get into this kind of thing in any way, 
shape or form. END QUOTE He was so instructed in the presence of the 
two Secretaries and myself. Having returned to my office, I have just 
received a report from McCloseky on his interview with Saville Davis. 

Saville Davis began by saying: QUOTE I assume you will not be able to 
comment on this. END QUOTE He then showed McCloskey the story 
which was along the lines familiar to you. The story was headed by 
Beverly Deepe: QUOTE This must be checked with the Nixon people 
before publication. END QUOTE 
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Saville Davis volunteered that his newspaper would certainly not 
print the story in the form in which it was filed; but they might print a 
story which said Thieu, on his own, decided to hold out until after the 
election. 

Incidentally, the story as filed is stated to be based on Vietnamese 

sources, and not U. S. , in Saigon. 

3. With respect to the body of information that we now have 
available, all three of us agreed to the following propositions: 

The information sources must be protected and not introduced 

into domestic politics. 

✓ 

Even with these sources, the case is not open and shut. On 

the question of the "public's right to know, n Sec. Rusk was very strong on 

the following position: We get information like this every day, some of it 

very damaging to American political figures. We have always taken the 

view that with respect to such sources there is no public "right to know. " 

Such information is collected simply for the purposes of national security. 

So far as the information based on such sources is concerned, 

(/a) 

all three of us agreed: /Even if the story breaks, it was judged too late 
to have a significant impact on the election, (b) The viability of the man 
elected as President was involved as well as subsequent relations between 
him and President Johnson, (c) Therefore, the common recommendation 
was that we should not encourage such stories and hold tight the data we 
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Immediately following is a further item which just came in. 

about 

(I assume that Bui Diem brought her 'in to tell her fefaat Saville Davis 1 
visit. ) 
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